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King's private life. On one occasion Charles,
who was admittedly ei a patient hearer'" and
never objected to criticism as long as it v/as :i done
in a gentlemanlike manner/9 interrupted a con-
versation between the Chancellor and Lord
Arlington, and, on inquiring the subject of it,
was told that ec they were bewailing the unhappy
Life he lived, both with Respect to himself, who,
by the Excess of Pleasures which he indulged to
himself, was indeed without the true Delight and
Relish of any ; and in Respect of his Government,
which he totally neglected, and of which the
Kingdom was so sensible, that it could not be
long before He felt the Effects of it." But whereas
Hyde sincerely believed that he was telling the
truth, Arlington afterwards excused himself pri-
vately, admitting that for his part he had spoken
only in jest, since he knew that such a confession
would be as acceptable to the King as the mimicry
which the Duke of Buckingham indulged in during
" the nightly meetings " at Hyde's expense.

The old statesman, now almost crippled with
gout, had over-reached himself, but still he re-
fused to face the prospect of dismissal. Though he
had worn himself out for his master's sake, he had
never been rewarded with the confidence that
springs naturally from mutual affection. There
was, indeed, little genuine love in Charles's
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